DEMAND

The City of Vancouver’s 2010 report ‘Demand Analysis Study for Cultural Performance / Event Spaces’ states that “The Vancouver special event
industry is currently experiencing a shortage of event venue and performance space, and requires new venues to present the growing number
of concerts, special events, cultural events, private events and meetings in a quality environment”. The report also points out that there are
limited venues for mid-size crowd capacities ranging from 700-1500 and that there is proven demand for this size. Granville Street below the
bridge can transform into a public plaza of approximately 30,500 sf, and has the capacity to accommodate crowds of 700-2800 people.

Rough and Refined

The sublime qualities of being Under-the-Bridge emerge from the grand scale of the overhead infrastructure, and the combination of the rough
and the refined – the conflation of urban grit and hip design; of grey and green infrastructure. There is also a unique opportunity to bring
together with unexpected synergies Vancouver’s cycling and fitness culture with contemporary art. Digital projection, artful lighting and
unusual programming could heighten the drama of the bridge structure, and create a visual and cultural amenity that is a landmark for the
city.

Integrated Infrastructure

To create an informal yet flexible venue for events, basic infrastructure would be integrated into the public realm design including electric
outlet hookups, gas, water, controllable lighting systems, a water bottle filling station, storage and washroom facilities.
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Informal and Multifaceted Programming

The opportunities for public realm events and programming under the bridge are diverse. While the slope of the street limits more formal sitdown events, there is great potential for a less structured, informal gathering space that can easily accommodate crowds of 700 – 2800 people.
The approach to programming this space is to focus on multifaceted, neighbourhood oriented events, rather than a megascheme. The Urban
Design Panel had multiple comments regarding the importance of programming at this site, including the comment that it is as important as
capital improvements.

Context and Connectivity

The Beach and Howe public realm would help to connect to existing open spaces in the area including the Seawall, May and Lorne Brown
Park, George Wainborn Park, Emery Barnes Park, David Lam Park, the Aquatic Centre, and Granville Island across the water. There is a civic
opportunity to extend Beach and Howe’s public realm treatment south to the seawall – explicitly linking this highly unique development to
Vancouver’s waterfront chain of open space amenities. There is also the opportunity for a vertical linkage to the Granville Bridge, with a
potential stair or elevator connecting cyclists and pedestrians from the City’s proposed Granville Bridge Greenway to the site, the seawall or
Pacific Avenue.
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